
 

February 18, 2026  
 
The Honorable Mike Johnson​ ​ ​ ​ The Honorable Steve Scalise 
Speaker of the House​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House Majority Leader 
1233 Longworth House Office Building​​ ​ 266 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Tom Emmer​ ​ ​ ​ The Honorable Lisa McClain 
House Majority Whip​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Chair, House Republican Conference 
326 Cannon House Office Building​ ​  ​ 562 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Kevin Hern 
Chair, Republican Policy Committee 
171 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515-3601 

Dear Speaker Johnson and Members of House Republican Leadership, 

In 2025, Congress exercised its constitutional authority and fiscal responsibility by passing a budget 
reconciliation bill that included a one-year prohibition on federal funding for disqualified abortionists, 
such as Planned Parenthood, from being eligible to receive Medicaid dollars. The bill was signed into law 
by President Trump on July 4, 2025. Congress’s passage of that reconciliation legislation marked the first 
major new pro-life funding reform in over two decades. A victory for taxpayers, unborn children, and 
families across the nation. That decision reflected longstanding federal policy and the clear will of the 
American people that taxpayer dollars should not subsidize the abortion industry. 

This action was consistent with decades of congressional precedent. Congress has long sought to separate 
abortion funding from federal spending, and the 2025 reconciliation bill reaffirmed that Americans should 
not be forced to subsidize abortion through federal programs. 

However, the defunding provision enacted in 2025 was explicitly limited to a one-year duration and 
remains the only major portion of that reconciliation package set to expire this year. Without further 
congressional action, federal funding for the abortion industry will resume after July 4, 2026, and 
taxpayer dollars will once again flow to organizations whose core business model relies on abortion. 

Congress’s funding decisions have also reflected longstanding concerns that many of the nation’s largest 
abortion businesses engage in activities that extend beyond traditional healthcare services. These include: 

• Providing and promoting abortion as a core organizational activity, while lobbying for 
nationwide abortion until birth.  

• Offering or referring for gender transition interventions, including puberty blockers and 
cross-sex hormones, particularly for minors. 

• Delivering sex education programs that promote inappropriate content to minors while denying 
parents meaningful transparency and oversight into what their children are being taught. 

 



 

Since the enactment of the 2025 reconciliation law, multiple abortion businesses have already closed 
facilities or scaled back operations, demonstrating the measurable impact of the defunding provision. 
Allowing the policy to lapse would not only reverse these gains but would also restore federal funding 
streams that Congress deliberately chose to restrict. 

We write as a coalition urging House Republican leadership to immediately initiate the 2026 budget 
reconciliation process and include provisions to extend and solidify the defunding of Big Abortion 
industry for the maximum duration permitted under reconciliation rules. Under current statutory budget 
reconciliation limitations, this means enacting a ten-year prohibition on federal funding no later than July 
4, 2026. As the nation approaches the 250th anniversary of American independence, Congress has an 
obligation to ensure that federal spending reflects fiscal discipline, accountability, and respect for life. 

The financial stakes are significant. Planned Parenthood alone receives nearly $800 million annually in 
taxpayer funding, primarily through federal health programs. Ending this funding would represent one of 
the most meaningful pro-taxpayer reforms Congress can enact. At a time of historic federal debt and 
growing budgetary pressure, continuing to subsidize the abortion industry is neither fiscally responsible 
nor defensible. 

For decades, Congress has recognized that abortion is fundamentally different from other medical 
services and should not be supported with public funds. The Hyde Amendment and related policies reflect 
this longstanding understanding. The 2025 reconciliation law built directly upon that bipartisan federal 
funding framework. Allowing the current defunding provision to expire would undo the meaningful 
progress achieved this past year. 

Budget reconciliation remains the appropriate and proven legislative vehicle to achieve this objective. The 
precedent established in 2025 confirms that defunding provisions fall squarely within reconciliation’s 
fiscal and policy scope. Extending the prohibition for the maximum ten-year window permitted under 
reconciliation rules would provide long-term policy stability, protect taxpayers, and prevent future 
administrations from restoring funding through executive action alone. 

As the United States prepares to mark 250 years of independence, Congress faces a clear choice. It can 
further the work it began in 2025, or it can allow hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars to once again 
flow to Big Abortion businesses. 

We respectfully urge House Republican leadership to act without delay and make the defunding of Big 
Abortion business a central component of the 2026 budget reconciliation package. 

For life, 

Lila Rose 
Founder and President 
Live Action  
 
Marjorie Dannenfelser 
President 
SBA Pro-Life America 
 
Carol Tobias 
President 
National Right to Life 
 

Tiffany Justice  
Executive Vice President  
Heritage Action 
 
Jennie Bradley Lichter 
President 
March for Life Action 
 
Tony Perkins  
President  
Family Research Council  
 

 



 

John Mize 
Chief Executive Officer  
Americans United for Life  
 
Kristen Waggoner 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Alliance Defending Freedom  
 
Craig DeRoche 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Family Policy Alliance 
 
Kelsey Reinhardt 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Catholic Vote 
 
John T. Bruchalski, MD, FACOG 
Founder Tepeyac OBGYN 
Divine Mercy Care 
 
Dr. William Lile, D.O., FACOG 
Founder of ProLifeDoc, Inc. 
 
Christina Francis, MD 
Chief Executive Officer 
American Association of Prolife OB/GYNs 
 
Abby Johnson 
Chief Executive Officer  
And Then There Were None 
 
Jennifer Nolan 
Executive Director 
The Right To Life League  
 
Elizabeth Edmonds  
Executive Director 
Together for Life 
 
Christian McGrew 
President 
Defending Life Alliance of Florida 
 
Jim Minnery 
President  
Alaska Family Council 
 
Melissa Clement 
President 
Nevada Right to Life 
 

Kristan Hawkins 
President 
Students for Life and Students for Life Action 
 
Penny Nance  
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Concerned Women for America LAC 
 
Jeff Bradford  
President  
Human Coalition Action  
 
Heather Weininger 
Executive Director 
Wisconsin Right to Life 
 
Timothy Kingston 
President 
Maryland Right to Life 
 
Kristi Judkins 
Executive Director 
Iowa Right to Life 
 
Stacy Dunn 
President 
Tennessee Right to Life 
 
Susan Klein 
Executive Director 
Missouri Right to Life 
 
Marie Tasy 
Executive Director 
New Jersey Right to Life 
 
Jenn Lee 
Executive Director 
South Dakota Right to Life 
 
Bridget Turbide 
Executive Director 
North Dakota Right to Life 
 
Bill Pincus, M.D. 
President 
North Carolina Right to Life 
 
Elizabeth Edmonds 
Executive Director 
Georgia Life Alliance 

 



 

 
Barth E. Bracy 
Executive Director 
Rhode Island State Right to Life Committee 
Lynda Bell 
President 
Florida Right to Life 
 
Cathy Blaeser 
Co-Executive Director 
Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life 
 
Dr. John Seago 
President  
Texas Right to Life 
Kelly M. Kullberg 
General Secretary  
American Association of Evangelicals (AAE) 
 
Ryan Bomberger 
Co-founder & Chief Creative Officer 
The Radiance Foundation 
 
Addia K. Wuchner 
Executive Director  
Kentucky Right to Life 
Retired Kentucky State Representative 
House District 66  
 
Dr. Kathi Aultman, M.D. 
Member  
American Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists 
 
Seth Dillon  
Chief Executive Officer 
The Babylon Bee 
 
Mary Hahn Beerworth 
Executive Director 
Vermont Right to Life Committee 
 
Steve Ertelt 
Editor 
Life News 
 
Toni McFadden 
Founder  
Relationships Matter 
Toni McFadden LLC 
 

 
Dran Reese 
President 
The Salt & Light Council 
 
Michael McClellan 
Executive Director 
Maine Right To Life 
 
Tony Lauinger 
President and Chairman 
Oklahomans For Life 
 
Amber Singleton 
Executive Director 
Arkansas Right to Life 

 


