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I. Suicide by Physician Targets Already-Vulnerable Persons and Puts Them 
at Greater Risk of Abuse and Coercion 

 
1 Pro-Life Model Legislation and Guides, AMS. UNITED FOR LIFE (last visited Feb. 26, 2024), https://aul.org/law-

and-policy/. 
2 Defending Life: State Legislation Tracker, AMS. UNITED FOR LIFE (last visited Feb. 26, 2024), https://aul.org/law-

and-policy/state-legislation-tracker/. 
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6 Jennifer Brown, Denver doctor helped patients with severe anorexia obtain aid-in-dying medication, spurring 

national ethic debate, The Colorado Sun (Mar. 14, 2022), https://coloradosun.com/2022/03/14/denver-doctor-

gaudiani-aid-in-dying-aneroexia-patients/ (last visited Feb. 26, 2024).  
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10 Wesley J. Smith, AMA Retains Policy Against Assisted Suicide, NAT’L REV. (Nov. 13, 2023), 

https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/ama-retains-policy-against-assisted-suicide/. 
11 American Medical Association, CEJA Report B – A-91 Decisions Near the End of Life, https://code-medical-

ethics.ama-assn.org/sites/amacoedb/files/2022-08/5.8%20Euthanasia%20--%20background%20reports.pdf (last 

visited Feb. 6, 2024).  
12 Smith, supra note 13.  
13 See, e.g., Vivien Kogler & Alexander Noyon, The Werther Effect—About the Handling of Suicide in the Media, 

OPEN ACCESS GOVERNMENT (May 17, 2018), https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/the-werther-effect/42915/. 

There is, however and more positively, a converse Papageno Effect whereby media attention surrounding people 

with suicidal ideation who choose not to commit suicide inspires others to follow suit. See, e.g., Alexa Moody, The 

Two Effects: Werther vs Papageno, PLEASE LIVE (Jun. 5, 2015), http://www.pleaselive.org/blog/the-two-effects-

werther-vs-papageno-alexa-moody/. 
14 See id.; see also S. Stack, Media Coverage as a Risk Factor in Suicide, 57 J. EPIDEMIOL. COMMUNITY HEALTH 

238 (2003); E. Etzersdorfer et al., A Dose-Response Relationship Between Imitational Suicides and Newspaper 

Distribution, 8 ARCH. SUICIDE RES. 137 (2004). 
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II. The Bill’s Expansion of Providers and Reduction in Wait Time Further 
Erodes Inadequate and Ineffective Safeguards Protecting Vulnerable 
Patients 

 
 

 
19 See Clarke D. Forsythe, The Incentives and Disincentives Created by Legalizing Physician-Assisted Suicide, 12 

ST. JOHN’S J. LEGAL COMMENT. 680, 684, 687 (1996–1997).  
20 O. CARTER SNEAD, WHAT IT MEANS TO BE HUMAN: THE CASE FOR THE BODY IN PUBLIC BIOETHICS 263 (2020) 
21 Forsythe, supra note 22, at 687 (emphasis added). 
22 Washington v. Glucksberg, 521 U.S. 702, 731-32 (1997). 
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23 Defined in the bill as “A decision by a mentally capable individual to request and obtain an prescription for 

medication pursuant to this article 48, that the qualifies individual may self-administer to bring about death, after 

being fully informed by the attending provider and the consulting provider of: (a) the individual’s diagnosis and 

prognosis; (b) the potential risks associated with taking the medication to be prescriber; (c) the probable result of 

taking the medication to be prescribed; (d) the feasible end-of-life care and treatment options for the individual’s 

terminal disease, including comfort care, palliative care, hospice care, and pain control, and the risks and benefits of 

each of these options; and € the individual’s right to withdraw a request pursuant to this article 48 or withdraw 

consent for any other treatment at any time.” 
24 Defined in COLO. REV. STAT. § 25-48-102 as “a psychiatrist licensed under article 240 of title 12 or a psychologist 

licensed under part 3 of article 245 of title 12.” 
25 Jonathan Y. Tsou, Depression and Suicide Are Natural Kinds: Implications for Physician-Assisted Suicide, 36 

INT’L J. L. & PSYCHIATRY 461, 461 (2013). 
26 Id. at 466; see also Linda Ganzini et al., Prevalence of Depression and Anxiety in Patients Requesting Physicians’ 

Aid in Dying: Cross Sectional Survey, 337 BMJ 1682 (2008) (finding 25% of surveyed Oregon patients who had 

requested lethal medication had clinical depression and the “[statute] may not adequately protect all mentally ill 

patients”). 
27 Id. 
28 Id. 
29 Catherine Glenn Foster, The Fatal Flaws of Assisted Suicide, 44 HUM. LIFE REV. 51, 54 (2018). 
30 Or. Pub. Heath Div., Oregon Death With Dignity Act: 2021 Data Summary 8 (Feb. 28, 2022).  
31 Linda Ganzini et al., Attitudes of Oregon Psychiatrists Toward Physician-Assisted Suicide, 153 AM. J. 

PSYCHIATRY 1469 (1996). 
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32 Nat’l Council On Disability, The Danger Of Assisted Suicide Laws, Bioethics And Disability Series 21 (2019). 
33 Id. at 22.  
34 Trisha Torrey, How Common is Misdiagnosis or Missed Diagnosis?, VeryWell Health (Aug. 2, 2018), 

https://www.verywellhealth.com/how-common-is-misdiagnosis-or-missed-diagnosis-2615481 
35 See, e.g., Malcom Curtis, Doctor Acquitted for Aiding Senior’s Suicide, The Local, Apr. 24, 2014 (reporting the 

doctor was not held accountable for his negligence). 
36 Nina Shapiro, Terminal Uncertainty, Seattle Weekly, Jan. 13, 2009, http://www.seattleweekly.com/2009-01-

14/news/terminal-uncertainty/. 
37 See id. 
38 See id. 
39 Fabian Stahle, Oregon Health Authority Reveals Hidden Problems with the Oregon Assisted Suicide Model, Jan. 

2018 (emphasis added), available at https://www.masscitizensforlife.org/oregon-health-authority-reveals-hidden-

problems-with-the-oregon-assisted-suicide-model. 
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III. Suicide by Physician Erodes the Integrity and Ethics of the Medical 
Profession and Allows for Physicians to Experiment with Lethal Drugs on 
End-of-Life Patients 

 
40 The Supreme Court has recognized the enduring value of the Hippocratic Oath: “[The Hippocratic Oath] represents 

the apex of the development of strict ethical concepts in medicine, and its influence endures to this day. . . .[W]ith the 

end of antiquity . . . [t]he Oath ‘became the nucleus of all medical ethics’ and ‘was applauded as the embodiment of 

truth’” Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113, 131-132 (1973). 
41 Steven H. Aden, You Can Go Your Own Way: Exploring the Relationship Between Personal and Political 

Autonomy in Gonzales v. Oregon, 15 Temp. PolL. & Civ. Rts. L. Rev. 323, 339 (2006). 
42 Id. at 340. 
43 Sean Riley, Navigating the New Era of Assisted Suicide and Execution Drugs, 4 J. L. & BIOSCIS. 424, 429– 430 

(2017). 
44 See Robert Wood et al., Attending Physicians Packet, End OF Life Wash. 1, 7 (Apr. 11, 2022), 

https://endoflifewa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/EOLWA-AP-Packet_4.11.22.pdf (describing suicide doctors’ 

experiments with different lethal drug compounds). 
45 Compounding Laws and Policies, U.S. Food & Drug Admin (Sept. 10, 2020), https://www.fda.gov/drugs/human-

drug-compounding/compounding-laws-and-policies (emphasis added). 
46 CO. DEPT. OF PUBLIC HEALTH & ENV., COLORADO END-OF-LIFE OPTIONS ACT, 2022 DATA SUMMARY, WITH 

2017-2022 TRENDS AND TOTALS (2023). 
47 Jennie Dear, The Doctors Who Invented a New Way to Help People Die, The Atl. (Jan. 22, 2019), 

https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2019/01/medical-aid-in-dying-medications/580591/. 
48 42 USC § 12103. 
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IV. The Bill Furthers the Harms Created by Colorado’s Physician-Assisted 
Suicide Statute 

 

 
49 Cf. Christian Med. & Dental Ass’ns v. Bonta, No. 5:22-cv-335 (C.D. Cal. Sept. 2, 2022) (issuing a preliminary 

injunction against California’s requirement that doctors medically document a patient’s lethal drug request, which 

counts towards the two required drug requests, despite doctors’ conscientious objections to assisting a suicide); Lacy 

v. Balderas, No. 1:22-cv-953 (D.N.M. filed Dec. 14, 2022) (alleging New Mexico provisions that require doctors to 

tell patients of the availability of suicide assistance and refer for the practice infringe upon conscience rights). 
50 Glucksberg, 521 U.S. at 731. 
51 Gonzales v. Oregon, 546 U.S. 243, 285–86 (2006) (Scalia, J., dissenting) (third internal quotation citing Glucksberg 

521 U.S. at 731). 
52 OR. HB 2279 (enacted 2023). VT. H 190 (enacted 2023). 
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53 NAT’L COUNCIL ON DISABILITY, THE DANGER OF ASSISTED SUICIDE LAWS, BIOETHICS AND DISABILITY 

SERIES 27 (2019). 
54 OR. PUB. HEALTH DIV., supra note 6, at 13. 
55 https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/probate 
56 Colo. Rev. Stat. 25-48-109. 
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V. The Majority of States Affirmatively Prohibit Medical Suicide 

VI. Conclusion 

 
57 Catherine Glenn Foster, The Fatal Flaws of Assisted Suicide, 44 Human Life Rev. 51, 53 (2018). 
58 Glucksberg, 521 U.S. at 710. 
59 Id. at 711. 
60 Id. at 729–30. 


